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Abstract:

Background and objectives: The construction of Iranian identity constitutes
a central yet contested issue within contemporary Iranian architectural
discourse. Understanding the historical trajectory of Iranian identity
discourse and its architectural manifestations is crucial for elucidating
current debates. This study focuses on the pre-Islamic Revolution
period as a key juncture in the problematisation of Iranian architectural
identity. Challenging previous scholarship that often positions the
emergence of this issue in the late 1960s or early 1970s and presents
a monolithic account primarily driven by people with architectural
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education and state agendas, this article aims to delineate the genesis of
this discursive formation within architectural debates. Furthermore, it seeks
to analyse the inherent contradictions and tensions embedded within this
conceptualisation.

Materials and Methods: Employing a discourse analysis approach, this
research investigates the problematisation of Iranian architectural identity
in the specified period through the examination of historical textual data.
The analysis encompasses the identification of key actors, the institutional
contexts within which the discourse unfolded, and the broader socio-
political milieu shaping its articulation. The corpus of analysed documents
includes texts authored by both architectural and non-architectural agents,
published across a range of platforms including specialist architectural
journals, general periodicals, and books.

Results & Conclusion: The findings reveal that the call for an architecture
embodying a distinct Iranian identity was initially a political demand,
emerging within the specific historical conjuncture of the post-1953 coup
era. Initially, the intellectual elites demanded it as a reaction against the
perceived intensification of Western influence in Iran. For the intellectuals,
the discursive construction of Iranian architectural identity centred on the
revival of historical architectural elements. However, this formulation faced
resistance from modern Iranian architects, who perceived it as a challenge
to their professional authority and a potential reinstatement of traditional
architectural practices. Consequently, modern architects engaged in a
counter-discourse, seeking to deconstruct the proposed formulation and
marginalise the possibility of a direct historicist revival, thereby advocating
for their own preferred architectural paradigms. This study demonstrates
that, in contrast to previous accounts of homogeneity, the discourse on
architectural identity during this period was characterised by agonistic
struggles between diverse political and intellectual power blocs, as well as
contestations between expert and non-expert voices within the field.
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10. Mozaffari and Westbrook,
Development, Architecture,
and the Formation of Heritage
in Late Twentieth-Century
Iran, 2; Grigor, Building Iran,
146, 339-359; B. Tabibi,
Propagating ‘Modernities’: Art
and architectural patronage
of Shahbanou Farah Pahlavi,
PhD Thesis in Architectural
History (Ankara: Middle East
University, 2014).
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Development, Architecture,
and the Formation of
Heritage in Late Twentieth-
Century Iran, 15-19; Shirazi,
Contemporary Architecture
and Urbanism in Iran, 45-47;
Grigor, Building Iran, 162-
165; P. Karimi, “Old Sites,
New Frontiers: Modern and
Contemporary Architecture
in Iran’, in A Critical History of
Contemporary Architecture:
1960-2010, Elie Haddad, David
Rifkind & Peter L. Laurence
(eds.) (Burlington: Ashgate
Publishing Company, 2014),
370-374.
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