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Architecture, Background and objectives: The theoretician and author architect Christopher

interpretation, Christopher ~ Alexander theorises architectural creativity the chapter “Face of God” in his

Alexander, Martin Nature of Order: The Luminous Ground. This chapter can be considered as

Heidegger, Hans-Georg summing up his ideas. On the other hand, phenomenologist philosophers

Gadamer such as Martin Heidegger and Hans-Georg Gadamer also have posed theories
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about art and architecture, which seem to have their parallels in Alexander. The aim
of this research is a comparative analysis of Alexander, Heidegger and Gadamer on
architecture.

Methods: The parallels between Alexander’s interpretations of some theories and
those of Heidegger and Gadamer led the authors to study their proximities and
alignments. The two key concepts in their theories, namely the uncertainty of
interpretation in accordance with the author’s intentions, and the interpreter’s
mental prejudice were selected. The research is ‘fundamental’ in purpose,
‘interpretive-analytical’in nature and method, ‘library-based’in data collection, and
‘qualitative’ in analysis. Qualitative methods are based on phenomenology with a
hermeneutic approach.

Results and conclusion: Associations were found between Alexander’s views on
architectural creativity and the architect’s mind on one hand, and ontological views
of Heidegger and Gadamer on the other. The study of the concept of uncertainty
showed that the three thinkers also have close views about a truth behind a work
and its manifestations in architecture. Despite Heidegger's and Gadamer’s concept
of uncertainty and its dependence on the interpreter’s understanding, for Alexander
thereis afixed truth about the work, constantly associated with its appreciation, with
the audience being able to discover aspects of it. Furthermore, there are absolute,
recognisable criteria in Alexander for goodness, value and beauty in architecture,
but the manifestations of these qualities can be in degrees as well as hierarchical.
Also, the study of prejudices showed that Alexander’s thoughts about the matter
are associated with the architect’s mind and architectural creativity, as in Heidegger
and Gadamer. parallels were also observed in the three thinkers in their belief in the
unity between the creator, the work and the audience.
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5. Christopher Alexander
(1936-2022)
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6. The Nature of Order

7. The Luminous Ground: The
Nature of Order

8."Our Present Picture of the
Univers”

9.“Clues from the History of
Art”

10.“The Existence of an’I"
11."“The Face of God”

12. Martin Heidegger

13. Hans-Georg Gadamer
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19. H.G. Gadamer,
Philosophical Hermeneutics.
Transl. David E. Ling

(California: University of
California Press, 1977).
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53. the phenomenon of life

54, Christopher Alexander,

The Nature of Order, vol.1:

Phenomenon of Life, an Essay

on the Art of Building and

the Nature of the Universe

(California: Berkeley university

press, 2004), 30-40.

55. degrees of life

56. Ibid, pp. 31-32.

57.self

58. Face of God, ilass

59. Alexander, The Nature of

Order, vol. 4: The Luminous

Ground (California: Berkeley

university press, 2003), 5-7,

63-64.

60. Ibid, 307.

61. 1bid, 302.

62. Ibid, 302,303.

63. Ibid, 303.
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66. Alexander, The Nature of
Order, vol. 1,31-32.

67. Alexander, The Nature of
Order, vol. 4, 5-7, 63-64.

68. Ibid, 307.
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Abstract:

Background and objectives: The COVID-19 pandemic forced a rapid transition
to virtual learning environments across many disciplines, including
architecture, where traditional design studios relied heavily on hands-on
learning and face-to-face interaction. The adaptation of these studios to
virtual formats highlighted numerous challenges, particularly in ensuring
clarity of instruction, maintaining engagement, and adapting media for
online use. This research aims to explore and narrate the educational
experience of an undergraduate virtual architectural design studio, with
the objective of identifying obstacles and determining effective solutions
for successful implementation.
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Methods: An action research methodology was employed for the study,
allowing for iterative reflection and modification based on the experiences of
students and tutors. The research spanned five cycles within an undergraduate
design studio at Shahid Beheshti University. Each cycle incorporated specific
interventions to address challenges in the virtual learning environment, with
the quality of student projects being the primary criterion for evaluation. Data
collection included detailed session reports, student feedbacks, and analyses
of technical and pedagogical challenges encountered throughout the process.

Results and conclusion: The study identified three main challenges in the virtual
design studio: the lack of clarity in instructional content, the mismatch
between traditional studio activities and the virtual environment, and ongoing
technical difficulties. Despite these challenges, the research demonstrated
that a flexible pedagogical approach, the incorporation of diverse activities,
and the use of virtual-environment-friendly media significantly improved
student outcomes. While certain traditional activities, such as conceptual
design tasks, could be adapted to the virtual setting with minor modifications,
others, such as material exploration, were less compatible and sometimes
not feasible. The research concludes that while virtual design studios present
substantial challenges, they also offer opportunities for innovation in teaching
methods. Successful implementation requires careful adaptation of tasks and
media, and an ongoing commitment to flexibility and responsiveness to both
technological and pedagogical constraints. This study provides insights that
can guide the future development of virtual architectural design studios,
ensuring their effectiveness in delivering quality education.
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Abstract:

Background and objectives: There is an extensive body of research and
evaluation on housing and neighbourhood planning and design, which
shows both the importance and pathological concerns in this area. From
this point of view, PhD theses in architecture can be considered as scientific
and methodological research efforts to solve problems and deficiencies
in housing and neighbourhoods, and hence the present study’s focus on

Keywords: the matter, in the hope that it assists with the direction of future research.
PhD theses in architecture,

Application of theses, Methods: The present study uses a mixed strategy (quantitative and

Cof‘te”t analysis, Housing,  qualitative) with an analytical-descriptive approach and examines the

Neighbourhood content of doctoral theses in architecture in four steps, with a focus on
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housing and neighbourhood.The first step examines the research background,
while the second analyses the contents of the theses (21 full texts and 22
abstracts). The study period spans from 2000 to 2020, and these theses have
been completed at both State and Islamic Azad (Free) universities in Iran. The
third step includes an assessment of the authors, for which a questionnaire
was designed in line with research objectives and questions. Subsequently, a
data analysis was performed using SPSS software version 23, followed by an
explanation of strategies and guidelines.

Resultsand conclusion: The findings indicate that most dissertations have adopted
appropriate components and practical strategies relevant to their subjects and
approaches, which can be utilised to properly address existing deficiencies
and issues in housing and neighbourhoods. However, their findings have
not yet been utilised or supported by urban decision-makers. The findings
also suggest that most theses have not built on previous theses, which can
be considered a weakness. The analysis and evaluation results indicate that
most doctoral theses examined have significant findings and results that can
have practical applications in line with university policies (as converter and
mediator organisations). Furthermore, suggestions are made strategies and
guidelines of “application of theses and their approach” and “educational and
research process in universities” to better apply and use research findings by
decision-makers, scholars, planners and designers.
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structural knowledge in architectural design. Constructivist cognitive
literature distinguishes meaningful learning from rote learning in that
the former can prompt knowledge application. Based on Bloom’s theory
of meaningful learning (Taxonomy of Educational Objectives), which is
a theory in the field of integrity in education and learning transfer, the
present research presents the theoretical model of meaningful learning
of structures in architectural design. The purpose of this theoretical model
is to examine the learning of structures and the sequence of learning and
recognition of structures in architectural engineering. The dimensions
of the knowledge process, from memorisation to the implementation of
structural knowledge in the architectural design process, are explained
through meaningful learning of structure in architectural design theory.
Creating a new procedure to solve unfamiliar problems is the highest
order of the transfer of knowledge. Implementation is a defined level
of cognition that is closely related to the cognitive level of creating and
designing. The foundation of this cognitive level lies in a combination of
propositional, conceptual, and procedural dimensions of knowledge.

Methods: The methodology of this research is based on library studies and
logical reasoning. According to the main concepts of the article, namely
integrity in education and learning transfer, Bloom’s has been chosen
as a supporting theory. Bloom’s taxonomy concepts and dimensions
have been extended and refined with the aid of theories in structure
and architecture education. The theoretical model of structure learning
transfer in the architectural design process is created by using logical
reasoning and literature related to structure education in architecture.

Results and conclusion: The results confirm that propositional, conceptual,
and procedural dimensions of structural knowledge are formed during
the process of cognition, and become effective knowledge in design.
The propositional knowledge of structures is the basis and fundamental
conceptual knowledge here. Conceptual knowledge of the structure refers
to a geometry-based understanding of the structures. Understanding
a structure’s behaviour is a crucial link between the implementation of
structures in architectural design, which can be advantageous in the
architectural design process.
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Abstract:
Background and objectives: Since the late 20th century, the new urban
Keywords: design policies in developed countries have shifted towards the
Housing, Socially implementation of social mixing and the development of mixed-income
mixed housing, Mixed- housing, to address problems associated with the concentration of
income housing, Social disadvantaged people in social housings, such as high crime rates, and
interaction anti-social behaviour. However, the recurring problem of social mixing
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policies has been limited social interaction across social classes or
income levels; and hence the failure of the deprived people to benefit
from such interactions. The aim of this study is to identify the factors
affecting the enhancement of social interactions between different
social classes in socially mixed developments.

Materials and Methods: A mixed research method has been adopted in this
study, including data collection through library studies, and a survey
method to test the research hypothesis. Yazd’s Kavir Neighbourhood
in Iran was selected as the study case, with all its features examined in
relation to their impacts on social interaction. 37 out of 52 residential
units were selected using a simple randomisation procedure, and the
samples were provided with a self-administered questionnaire. In the
next step, data analysis was performed with the SPSS, and the validity
and reliability of the questionnaire were confirmed by experts, and
Cronbach’s alpha test (a= 0.82).

Results and conclusion: After the data analysis, we found some individual
characteristics of residents including gender, marriage and ownership
status, religion, and the duration of residency to be significantly
correlated with social interactions (type, scale, and homogenization).
Moreover, a positive significant correlation was observed between social
interactions and other variables including participation in management
decisions and group activities (p<0.01), spatial proximity (p<0.05),
community facilities, the sense of belonging, management policies,
and regulations (p<0.1). It was concluded that if the proposed income
deciles and socio-demographic characteristics of residents in mixed-
income housing are appropriately selected, it is bound to enhance
the social interaction of a community to achieve balanced, viable, and
sustainable development.
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6. Public / Social Housing

L (Solad degosmo (il don
L3 5,55, g 2ol 308 ,Lidl G
K gl codty Ao o slos
oo o8l sl w8 &b Ll
A ol ool gl Caio g
OLuw)g L;Juo/;d ‘Lfl)"” )_:uol 9
S (s039u)8 clocdl o cloas]
Be=0) (AR5 ol 25
9. Subsidized Housing
10. DK. Levy, et al., “Mixed-
income Living: Anticipated
and Realized Benefits for
Low-Income Households",
Cityscape, vol. 15, no. 2 (2013):
16.
11. Social Mix

12. Poverty Concentration
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15. Economic Desegregation
16. Housing Segregation

17. Mixed-Income Housing

18. Mixed-Tenure Housing

19. Social Integration

20. Schwartz and Tajbakhsh,
“Mixed-Income Housing:
Unanswered Questions’,
Cityscape, vol. 3, no. 2 (1997):
74.
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24. K. Arthurson, Social Mix
and the City: Challenging the
Mixed Communities Consensus
in Housing and Urban Planning
Policies (Collingwood,
Australia: CSIRO Publishing,
2012).

25. Urban Developement

26. L. Christensen,

“Fixing Disadvantaged
Neighbourhoods through
Social Mix (A promising
potential or delusional
deroute?)”. LUND University,
Department of Human
Geography, 2018, 7.
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27. Arthurson, Social Mix and
the City: Challenging the Mixed
Communities Consensus in
Housing and Urban Planning
Policies.

28. Christensen,

“Fixing Disadvantaged
Neighbourhoods through
Social Mix (A promising
potential or delusional
deroute?)’, 7-8.
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30. M.L. Joseph, “Early
Resident Experiences at
a New Mixed-Income
Development in Chicago’,
Journal of Urban Affairs, vol.
30, no. 3 (2008): 231.

31.R.Tunstall and A. Fenton,
In the Mix: A Review of Mixed
Income, Mixed Tenure and
Mixed Communities: What
Do We Know (London:
Housing Corporation,
Joseph Rowntree, 2006);

V. Rosa, “Multiculturalism
and Diversity in Urban
Revitalization’, Journal of
Critical Race Inquiry, vol. 6, no.
1(2019):32-61.
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32.L.Vale and S. Shamsuddin,
“All Mixed Up: Making Sense
of Mixed-Income Housing
Developments’, Journal

ofthe American Planning
Association, vol. 83, no. 1
(2017):61.

33. Developments

34. A. Jamal and K. Shaw,
“Why Do We Need Social
Mix?’ Analysis of an Australian
Inner-city Public Housing
Estate Redevelopment”.in
Housing Studies, 2017.

35. Urban Renewal
36. Punblic Housing
37.Social Housing
38. Stigmatization

39.K. Arthurson,
“Operationalising Social Mix:
Spatial Scale, Lifestyle and
Stigma as Mediating Points in
Resident Interaction’, Journal
of Urban Policy and Research,
vol. 28, no. 1 (2010): 49-63;

T. Moreira de Souza, “Urban
Regeneration and Tenure
Mix: Exploring the Dynamics
of Neighbour Interactions’,
Housing Studies, vol. 34, no. 9
(2019): 1521-1542.

40. Social Inclusion
41. Community Building
42. Gentrification
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43. Kathy Arthurson, et

al, “What is the Meaning

of ‘Social Mix'? Shifting
Perspectives in Planning and
Implementing Public Housing
Estate Redevelopment”.
Australian Geographer, vol. 46,
no. 4 (2015): 491-505.

44, Income Mix
45.Tenure Mix

46. G. Galster,
“Neighbourhood Social Mix
as a Goal of Housing Policy:
ATheoretical Analysis’,
International Journal of
Housing Policy, vol. 7, no. 1
(2007): 19-43,; 1. Levin, et al.,
“Creating mixed communities
through housing policies:
Global perspectives’, Journal
of Urban Affairs, vol. 44,n0. 3
(2022): 291-304.

47. M. Kogan, “Planning

for Socially-Mixed

Housing in Paris: France

and its Implications on
Neighborhood Development’,
Columbia University, Urban
Planning Department, 2013,
6.

48. Sparial Integration
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Abstract:

Background and objectives: Climate change is one of the most important
challenges humanity is facing in the 215 century, and as a potential
threat, it has affected man-made and natural environments. As a result
of climate change, cities may face serious problems in providing even
the most basic services to their residents. There is a body of research
which indicate climate change is happening worldwide, including in

Keywords:
Climate change, Emission

reduction measures, Iran. Most natural hazards in Isfahan province include drought and

Climatic adaptation, water scarcity, land subsidence, air pollution by dust are caused by

(A-A-A) approach, climate change, and have brought economic, social and environmental

Evaluation of development  problems. Therefore, it is necessary to adapt and reduce the effects and

plans, Isfahan city and risks of climate change through political interventions at all levels of

region. spatial planning.
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Methods: Using quantitative and qualitative content analysis method,
31 indicators in 10 dimensions, and based on the three components of
awareness, analysis, action or’A-A-A; sixurban and regional development
plans in Isfahan are evaluated in terms of how they encounter climate
change. Three-point coding guidelines were used for scoring, and
Friedman’s non-parametric statistical test was used in SPSS software to
rank them.

Results & Conclusion: The results show that the Isfahan Metropolitan Area
Plan with 70.97%,, the Fourth Five-Year plan of the Isfahan Municipality
with 57.26%, and the Spatial Development of Isfahan Province with
46.77%, respectively have the lowest provisions for the effects of climate
change. Finally, the general evaluation of the development plans has
shown that according to the analytical approach (A-A-A), they have
very low levels of awareness, average levels of analytical ability and a
limited action response to integrate issues and effects related to climate
change at the local level. Therefore, the role of Isfahan Development
Plans to seriously integrate climate change issues with other issues is
still limited.
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The naming of the corresponding author where there is more
than one author

Addresses, emails addresses and phone numbers of authors
Academic ranks and affiliations of authors
Any possible connections with theses or research projects

Please also note:
All author names are necessary, and the use of academic emails is preferred.

Please avoid the general title ‘faculty member’, and mention your exact academ-
ic position (e.g. Lecturer, Assistant Professor, Associate Professor, Full Professor,
Visiting Lecturer etc.). For example: Ali Alipour, Associate Professor, Faculty of
Architecture and Urban Planning, Shahid Beheshti University

It is fine to integrate all text material into one file. The authors’ details should
come first and on a separate page in these cases.

Please use Soffeh Manual for preparing the article. This is available online, and
occasionally printed in the publication as well.

Please also use Soffeh Manual for referencing.

Unless absolutely necessary, please avoid using non-Persian letters in the Per-
sian text. Non-Persian equivalents of words and names can be mentioned in
footnotes, accompanied by explanations if necessary.

Key information about people (e.g. birth and death dates and other milestones)
should be compiled using credible sources, together with people’s names in
original language and short biographies, all in footnotes.

Authors’ own insertions should be put into square brackets’[]’. Earlier insertions
by others should be put into accolades ‘{}'. Square brackets are always reserved
for the latest insertions.

What Soffeh would not publish:
e Translations
e Articles by the same individual in one issue
e Articles by the same individual in two consecutive issues
o All articles express their respective authors’ views

Subject to correctly citing the source, any quotations from Soffeh articles are
allowed.

Soffeh uses the 17*" edition of Chicago Manual of Styles for referencing.
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Table and chart files (usually in Excel or Visio formats) shall be submitted sepa-
rately together with PDF or JPG versions.

Image files need to be named as follows:
XXX_020109_PO09.tif

The first two components are named and numbered like the main file. The
third component shall indicate the illustration number as mentioned in the text
(figure 9 in this example).

Figure captions and sources shall also be added in the end of the text.

Please be careful about caption wording, so that the author and the source of
the image are not confused.

The referencing for images shall be in accordance with Soffeh Manual. Please
make sure they are all listed, along other sources, in the references list. If an im-
age is produced specially for your article, please cite its creator. In articles with
more than one author, it would be inaccurate to mention ‘authors’ as creators of
images. Unless they are indeed created by more than one of the authors, these
images should be attributed to one specific author.

If the images are elaborated versions of some other original image, the original
should also be cited, for example when markings are made on an aerial photo.

If you are specific about the location of certain images, this needs to be clari-
fied.
The list of contents should accurately reflect the structure and hierarchies of

the text. This list is necessary both for refereeing and laying out pages, but is not
published per se.

A copy of the Persian abstract should be submitted separately. This shall be a
300-word (max.) text with no references, and with a similar format to the main
text.

A Persian and Extended English abstract (1000 words max.) shall also be sub-
mitted. An English version of the summary will be published.

Please also submit up to five keywords both in Persian and English.

Each article can have up to five research questions in full sentences and in a
similar format to the main text. These will be published along the main text.

The authors’ details page is the only page in which the identities of authors
are disclosed. Please arrange the article in a way that authors’ identities are not
disclosed elsewhere. The information required for this page is as follows:

o Full names in Persian and English
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The following material needs to be included in submission packages:
The main text

[llustrations (if any)

The contents list

A Persian abstract (max. 300 words)

An English Extended Abstract (max. 1000 words)

Keywords

Research questions

A page containing the title and authors’ details and address-
es. In case there are more than one author, an author shall
be designated as ‘corresponding author’, with whom Soffeh
keeps in touch during refereeing and preparation procedures.
The first author is assumed to be to corresponding author in
case no author is named as corresponding.

PN R WNE

Unless exempted by the editorial board, no article should exceed 6,000 words
(ca. 20 pages, including footnotes)

Only text files (.docx or doc) are acceptable for submissions. Most desktop
applications such as MS Word, Open Office, and In Design can work with these
formats.

Please use the following format to name the article file:
XXX_020109

The first three characters shall be the first three letters of the corresponding
author’s surname, and the following six digits shall indicate submission date in
Iranian solar calendar.

All illustrations (photos, maps, charts and designs) are numbered in a single
sequence.

Please submit all print-quality illustrations on a separate file, and only include
those illustrations that are crucial for the understanding of the text.

The suitable format for print-quality illustrations is 300 dpi tif or tiff. Most freely
available online images, and images taken by non-professional cameras lack this
level of quality. Nor can this quality be achieved through upscaling poor-quality
images. It is recommended to consult an IT expert in this regard if required.

The inclusion of a small-size version of images would suffice for the initial sub-
mission, to be followed with high-quality images once the article is accepted.

Drawings should preferably be submitted as image files. Vectorial files like
DWGs need to be accompanied by pen setting files such as CTBs.
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Instructions for Authors

Soffeh Journal is a scientific-research publication concerning architecture and
urban planning, accepting articles in accordance with the journal aims & scope.
Admissions are in line with Soffeh’s specialty, namely, architecture and urban
planning. These include land use and regional planning, urban planning and de-
sign, landscape architecture and land use, architecture, interior design, conser-
vation of historically and culturally significant buildings, and post-disaster recon-
struction.

Accepted articles are expected to have one of the following types and/or ap-
proaches: theoretical principles, theories, histories, case studies, criticisms of
theories, methods and works, pedagogies, researches about applications of
theories, researches about methods and techniques, and researches about con-
struction implementation and management. It is recommended that the above
is clarified in articles.

All articles prepared by faculty members, students and experts are accepted
for review, provided they comply with the above criteria.

The journal considered the double-blind peer review process for submitted
manuscripts. At least 3 referees’ response will be considered by the journal edi-
tor-in-chief to get the final decision for the manuscript. Soffeh reserves the right
to accept or reject articles.

All submissions should be made through journal online submission system
available at: https://soffeh.sbu.ac.ir. An acknowledgement letter will be emailed
to the corresponding author once a submission is successfully made. Please con-
tact Soffeh office in case there was any problems. The article review results will
be announced through emal, typically within two months, though it might oc-
casionally take longer.
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