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Abstract:

Looking at the history of architectural theories, and with reference to the
opinions of thinkers, one can see architecture and rhetoric as mutually
related throughout history. It seems that reflecting on this relationship
can open up new horizons for architectural thought. But the changing
meaning of rhetoric has resulted in a variety of relationship levels,

Keywords: resulting in different gifts for architecture.
Rhetoric, Composition, This paper starts with an exploration three different levels of relationships,
Architecture, Integrity. resulting from three corresponding understandings of rhetoric. The
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first defines rhetoric as communication, the second as the art of speaking.
But the third emanates from the thoughts of those design scholars who,
whilst contemplating rhetorical relations and design matters, do not see
use rhetoric as speech, communication or the art of speaking, but as an art
of composition. From this point of view, rhetoric and architecture are both
knowledges of composition. This paper argues that the latter has opened the
door to the deepest understandings of rhetorical knowledge and the most
fruitful link between rhetoric and architecture. In response to the haphazard
literature associated with this view, the paper expands on rhetoric as ‘the
art of composition; and then moves on to identify three levels of rhetoric
composition, namely, composing people’s horizons (conviction), knowledges
and insights. The important issue of architecture today, the paper argues, is the
lack of shared horizons between architects and their audiences, as well as the
lack of coherence between the various architectural knowledges and insights.
By understanding rhetoric as the art of composition and linking architecture
and rhetoric in the light of this understanding, one can look at architecture
from a different perspective and restore the missing coherence in architecture.
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25. Caroline van Eck, Classical
Rhetoric and the Arts in early
Modern Europe (Cambridge
University Press, 2007), 3-13.
26. Richard Buchanan,
“Rhetoric, Humanism and
Design’, Discovering Design:
Explorations in Design Studlies,
no.23(1995):31.
27.intellectual art: Richard
Peter McKeon, “The Use of
Rhetoric in a Technological
Age: Architectonic Productive
arts’, in Zahava K. McKeon and
William G. Swenson (eds.),
Selected Writings of Richard
McKeon, Volume 2: Culture,
Education, and the Arts (The
University of Chicago press),
198.
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Abstract:

There are various interpretings of religious architecture today, often
suggested by theologians and art scholars, and architects are influenced
by these interpretings. These are sometimes too vague to clarify what

Keywords: the term means when it comes to architecture. Christopher Alexander is

Religious architecture, one of the author-theorist/architects who paid special attention to the

Christopher Alexander, concept of religious architecture. This is presented in the chapter ‘Face of

Religion, God, Architect. God'’ from the fourth volume of his Nature of Order. The present research
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intends to analyse his interpreting of religious architecture in order to shed
light on the matter for architects. The research is fundamental-theoretical in
purpose, and qualitative in strategy. Also, the phenomenological method
is used from a hermeneutic perspective, together with library methods for
collecting data. The results show that Alexander’s interpreting of religious
architecture was attributed to religion, God and the architect. His belief in the
unity of religions in essence, directed his interpreting towards the quality of
unity, and the desire to integrate with the world. Alexander’s interpretation of
religious architectureisthrough a correlation raised by afundamental question:
‘Is this architecture the best gift to God?. In his view religious architecture has
associations with the architect and his moral virtues, and their humbleness
leads their architecture to integrate with the world and eventually to create
religious architecture.
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37. A.W. Pugin, Contrasts: Or,
a Parallel between the Noble
Edifices of the Middle Ages and
CorresPonding Buildings of
the Present Day (Cambridge
Library Collection, Art and
Architecture, lllustrated
Edition, 1841).
38. Quinlan Terry, “Architecture
& Theology’, In Theories and
Manifestoes of ContemPorary
Architecture (academy edition,
Chichester, 1997): PP. 193-196.
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65. secular or social body of
doctrine and cultural habits
66. Psychic center of religion
67. ChristoPher Alexander,
The Nature of Order, vol. 4
(California: Berkeley university
Press, 2004) 84-91, 309, 314.
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Abstract:

Fires in buildings are always a treat to people's lives and properties.
Fire safety codes and regulations have been developed nationally,
therefore, to attain a reasonable level of fire safety in buildings.

In Iran part lll of National Building Codes is allocated to this topic.
However, this document does not cover the problems of fire safety
in existing buildings, and therefore most buildings built before
2016, the year the third edition codes came into force, suffer from
the lack of many fire protection measures. In addition, the changes
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in buildings such as repairs, extensions and changes of occupancy type,
could increase the fire risk level and need a review of the new condition of
buildings. There is, therefore, a serious need to designated codes for the
assessment and improvement of fire safety in existing buildings. To this
end, a method was developed, mainly based on fire risk assessment. A
system for fire risk indexing was developed in which existing fire protection
measures are evaluated and scored. The minimum acceptable scores of
protective measures are defined according to the importance levels of

the building, mainly for means of egress and total fire safety, and fire risk
levels are determined according to the likelihood of fire and its potential
consequences. For each stage, the prescriptive or performance-based
methods could be used, depending on the complexity of building. At the
end, a proper improvement action plan needs to be designed and performed
in the building for attaining a proper fire safety level.
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Abstract:
Pilgrims' perceptions and how they affect spiritual, mental states

Keywords: and images are important for their mental preparation. The aim of

Perceptual indicators, this present study is to measure and analyse the effect of perceptual

Pilgrimage hierarchy, indicators of pilgrims to holy shrines in their procession towards Her

Pilgrimage shrines, Her Holiness Masoumeh'’s shrine. This study was conducted through a mixed

Holiness Masoumeh'’s (quantitative-qualitative) approach and a descriptive-analytical research

shrine, Qom city. method. For data collection, library and field methods have been used
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and the sample group of the study, 172 people, was randomly selected from
the pilgrims and locals. The data was analysed using the SPS523 and Amos
Graphic26 in the form of two types of descriptive-inferential analysis and
structural equation modelling. The factor model compiled with cropper
fit shows a significant relationship between the indicators and perceptual
measures in the pilgrimage. Furthermore, among six identified indicators and
seventeen related measures, the sense of politeness and humility, spirituality,
expectation, ingravibility, legibility and belonging, respectively have more
weight in the perception of pilgrims. This sheds light on the fact that the
surrounding fabric of Her Holiness Masoumeh's shrine requires more attention
by authorities, in order to improve the quality of the perceptual scape, in
accordance with normative values hierarchies.
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Abstract:

Post-disaster reconstruction remains problematic despite the increasing
number of disasters worldwide. This research calls for a systematic
approach to pre-earthquake planning, which focuses on Build-Back-Better
principles and its application in post-earthquake housing reconstruction.
The study uses the sequential methodology approach to provide a
framework for defining the key aspects of Build-Back-Better and its
practical application. First, a qualitative approach is used to identify

Keywords: and interpret the main dimensions of providing permanent housing

Build Back Better, Post- with a Build-Back-Better approach in District 3 of Sari city. Data from

disaster reconstruction, semi-structured interviews and field observations is analysed through

Permanent housing, qualitative content analysis, with results quantitatively analysed in the

Earthquake, District 3 city second part of the research using survey method by receiving two rounds

of Sari. of feedback from experts.
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The Build-Back-Better framework for post-earthquake housing consists
of four categories and fourteen sub-categories. In order to emphasise
the importance of pre-earthquake measures, this framework begins with
earthquake risk reduction in physical, economical, socio-cultural and legal
dimensions. Then, in the category of community participation, it defines the
purpose of participation, the key participants, the type of participation, and
the needed resources. Following that, the reconstruction of financial and
organisational arrangements is discussed in two parts; resource procurement
and organisational design. Finally, the paper presents the requirements for
the design and implementation of permanent housing in the form of four
subcategories: executive requirements, design approach, economic efficiency,
and socio-cultural considerations. The output of this research is a unique
framework that can help planners and implementers of recovery projects in
risk reduction before the earthquake and in accelerating the provision of safe
and affordable housing after the earthquake by predicting the needs and
guiding executive actions.
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Abstract:

Marvi Madrasa was one of the mostimportant madrasasin the Qajar period
built by Mohammad Hossein Khan-e Marvi, a high-ranking person in the
Fath-Ali Shah court, in a period of the rising importance of educational
and religious institutions in tandem with the rising influence of religious

Keywords: scholars (Ulama). The purpose of this paper is to study the spaces and
Marvi madrasa, activities of the madrasa at its beginning as an educational institution,
Architecture of Qajarid and its subsequent changes due its changing social status during
madrasas, Activities in the Qajar. Employing a historical method, primary sources, especially
madrasas, Social role endowments, and Qajarid maps have been studied, and exploring the
of madrasas, Mosque physical composition of the madrasa, its changes have been interpreted.
and madrasa, Mosque- From its beginning, the madrasa contained spaces of various functions
madrasa. such as mosque, bathhouse, icehouse, and elementary school
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(maktabkhana), built for education and everyday life of the students (talabas).
In a short time, the madrasa became a first-rated educational centre in Tehran.
By building a bazaar and transforming its path to a 'street, the madrasa
found its local and urban center, and the setting was prepared for its spatial
expansion. The expansion of the 'mosque’ was a turning point in the life of
the madrasa. Located besides the 'madrasa’ it became the main space. Public
religious activities became significant and the madrasa became a powerful
socio-religious centre. With spatial developments around the madrasa and the
change of social and political situation, the madrasa found an important role
in the Constitutional events and the madrasa became a point of contention
between the government and the ulama over its tutelage. At the end of the
Qajar period, and with the spread of intellectual views and new schools,
the madrasa declined and its spatial scope changed. During this period, the
spaces, activities, people, and social role of the madrasa underwent changes,
and despite the 'madrasa’ being initially the main space of the complex, at
the end of the Qajar period, it was the combination of the 'mosque’ and the
'madrasa’ that formed the life of the complex.
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e The naming of the corresponding author where there is more
than one author

Addresses, emails addresses and phone numbers of authors
Academic ranks and affiliations of authors
Any possible connections with theses or research projects

Please also note:
All author names are necessary, and the use of academic emails is preferred.

Please avoid the general title ‘faculty member’, and mention your exact academ-
ic position (e.g. Lecturer, Assistant Professor, Associate Professor, Full Professor,
Visiting Lecturer etc.). For example: Ali Alipour, Associate Professor, Faculty of
Architecture and Urban Planning, Shahid Beheshti University

It is fine to integrate all text material into one file. The authors’ details should
come first and on a separate page in these cases.

Please use Soffeh Manual for preparing the article. This is available online, and
occasionally printed in the publication as well.

Please also use Soffeh Manual for referencing.

Unless absolutely necessary, please avoid using non-Persian letters in the Per-
sian text. Non-Persian equivalents of words and names can be mentioned in
footnotes, accompanied by explanations if necessary.

Key information about people (e.g. birth and death dates and other milestones)
should be compiled using credible sources, together with people’s names in
original language and short biographies, all in footnotes.

Authors’ own insertions should be put into square brackets’[]’. Earlier insertions
by others should be put into accolades ‘{}'. Square brackets are always reserved
for the latest insertions.

What Soffeh would not publish:
e Translations
e Articles by the same individual in one issue
e Articles by the same individual in two consecutive issues
o All articles express their respective authors’ views

Subject to correctly citing the source, any quotations from Soffeh articles are
allowed.

Soffeh uses the 17t edition of Chicago Manual of Styles for referencing.
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Table and chart files (usually in Excel or Visio formats) shall be submitted sepa-
rately together with PDF or JPG versions.

Image files need to be named as follows:
XXX_020109_PO09.tif

The first two components are named and numbered like the main file. The
third component shall indicate the illustration number as mentioned in the text
(figure 9 in this example).

Figure captions and sources shall also be added in the end of the text.

Please be careful about caption wording, so that the author and the source of
the image are not confused.

The referencing for images shall be in accordance with Soffeh Manual. Please
make sure they are all listed, along other sources, in the references list. If an im-
age is produced specially for your article, please cite its creator. In articles with
more than one author, it would be inaccurate to mention ‘authors’ as creators of
images. Unless they are indeed created by more than one of the authors, these
images should be attributed to one specific author.

If the images are elaborated versions of some other original image, the original
should also be cited, for example when markings are made on an aerial photo.

If you are specific about the location of certain images, this needs to be clari-
fied.
The list of contents should accurately reflect the structure and hierarchies of

the text. This list is necessary both for refereeing and laying out pages, but is not
published per se.

A copy of the Persian abstract should be submitted separately. This shall be a
300-word (max.) text with no references, and with a similar format to the main
text.

A Persian and Extended English abstract (1000 words max.) shall also be sub-
mitted. An English version of the summary will be published.

Please also submit up to five keywords both in Persian and English.

Each article can have up to five research questions in full sentences and in a
similar format to the main text. These will be published along the main text.

The authors’ details page is the only page in which the identities of authors
are disclosed. Please arrange the article in a way that authors’ identities are not
disclosed elsewhere. The information required for this page is as follows:

o Full names in Persian and English
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The following material needs to be included in submission packages:
The main text

[llustrations (if any)

The contents list

A Persian abstract (max. 300 words)

An English Extended Abstract (max. 1000 words)

Keywords

Research questions

A page containing the title and authors’ details and address-
es. In case there are more than one author, an author shall
be designated as ‘corresponding author’, with whom Soffeh
keeps in touch during refereeing and preparation procedures.
The first author is assumed to be to corresponding author in
case no author is named as corresponding.
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Unless exempted by the editorial board, no article should exceed 6,000 words
(ca. 20 pages, including footnotes)

Only text files (.docx or doc) are acceptable for submissions. Most desktop
applications such as MS Word, Open Office, and In Design can work with these
formats.

Please use the following format to name the article file:
XXX_020109

The first three characters shall be the first three letters of the corresponding
author’s surname, and the following six digits shall indicate submission date in
Iranian solar calendar.

All illustrations (photos, maps, charts and designs) are numbered in a single
sequence.

Please submit all print-quality illustrations on a separate file, and only include
those illustrations that are crucial for the understanding of the text.

The suitable format for print-quality illustrations is 300 dpi tif or tiff. Most freely
available online images, and images taken by non-professional cameras lack this
level of quality. Nor can this quality be achieved through upscaling poor-quality
images. It is recommended to consult an IT expert in this regard if required.

The inclusion of a small-size version of images would suffice for the initial sub-
mission, to be followed with high-quality images once the article is accepted.

Drawings should preferably be submitted as image files. Vectorial files like
DWGs need to be accompanied by pen setting files such as CTBs.
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Instructions for Authors

Soffeh Journal is a scientific-research publication concerning architecture and
urban planning, accepting articles in accordance with the journal aims & scope.
Admissions are in line with Soffeh’s specialty, namely, architecture and urban
planning. These include land use and regional planning, urban planning and de-
sign, landscape architecture and land use, architecture, interior design, conser-
vation of historically and culturally significant buildings, and post-disaster recon-
struction.

Accepted articles are expected to have one of the following types and/or ap-
proaches: theoretical principles, theories, histories, case studies, criticisms of
theories, methods and works, pedagogies, researches about applications of
theories, researches about methods and techniques, and researches about con-
struction implementation and management. It is recommended that the above
is clarified in articles.

All articles prepared by faculty members, students and experts are accepted
for review, provided they comply with the above criteria.

The journal considered the double-blind peer review process for submitted
manuscripts. At least 3 referees’ response will be considered by the journal edi-
tor-in-chief to get the final decision for the manuscript. Soffeh reserves the right
to accept or reject articles.

All submissions should be made through journal online submission system
available at: https://soffeh.sbu.ac.ir. An acknowledgement letter will be emailed
to the corresponding author once a submission is successfully made. Please con-
tact Soffeh office in case there was any problems. The article review results will
be announced through emal, typically within two months, though it might oc-
casionally take longer.
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B Mohammad Reza Jodat (1939-2023)

So fate had it that Mohammad Reza Jodat was the
next to join those who have left usthe Faculty of
Architecture and Urban Planning. The late Jodat
was among the country's distinguished, reputable,
well-known teachers of art and architecture. A
painting artist and authentic architect himself, he
also marvelled as a university lecturer and played an
influential role in training students, architects and
other experts in the profession.

Generally speaking, the late Jodat was an
independent academic and professional with a
passion about contemporary art and architecture
worldwide, and about his country's progress and
prosperity. He was very humble and informal in
the ways he talked and acted, whilst maintaining
his authority in teaching and research. His was a
life spent observing ongoing experiments the way
most socio-culturally sensible artists and architects
do, craving for growth, and searching for creative
solutions in order to play his constructive part in the
development and evolution of contemporary art
and architecture.

May his soul rest in peace and happiness and his
memories celebrated
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