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Abstract:

Background and objectives: Street commercialisation in affluent districts
of the citiesoften includes commercialised luxury activities, due to high
capital returns. This can be seen as a form of spatial commodification
which, inter alia, constrains street users’access, even mentally. So, streets
as public spaces become limited-access spaces just for special (wealthy)
groups of society.
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Materials and methods: In this research, Fayazi Street (aka Fereshte) is studied
due to its prime location in Tehran's affluent District 1, complete with high-
end commercial centres, bank branches, and other luxuries. The effects of
commercialisation here have been analysed using the factor analysis method
in SPSS software.

Results: Findings show that luxury commercial uses are effective in limiting the
use of Fayazi Street. By using the factor analysis method, three factors were
extracted, which we call ‘subjective and objective accessibility; ‘Luxury and
controlled consumption spaces, and ‘location and connections. These factors
have resulted in spatialseizure in favour of the wealthy.

Conclusion: This article shows how access to public spaces can gradually be
restricted for some social groups. In other words, many less wealthy people
have actually found the street uncomfortably unaffordable, and thereby
miss the sense of symbolic accessibility of the street, be it behaviour-wise or
mentally.
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