A Comparative Analysis of Christopher Alexander’s
Interpretation of Architecture Against the Theories
ORIGINAL RESEARCH ARTICLE | OF Heidegger and Gadamer

Seyedeh Mahsa Bagheri
PhD, Faculty of Architecture and Urban Planning, Art University of Isfahan,
Isfahan, Iran

\\

Mahmoud Arzhmand, PhD.”
Assistant Professor, Faculty of Architecture and Urban Planning, Iran
University of Art, Tehran, Iran

Seyed Behshid Hosseini, PhD.
Professor, Faculty of Architecture and Urban Planning, Iran University of
Art, Tehran, Iran

Received: February 2,2023  Seyedeh Mahsa Bagheri, Mahmoud Arzhmand, Seyed Behshid Hosseini,
Accepted: January 5,2024 2025, A Comparative Analysis of Christopher Alexander’s Interpretation of

Architecture Against the Theories of Heidegger and Gadamer. Soffeh 35 (1):
(Pages: 5-22) 5-22.

DOI: 10.48308/soffeh.2024.230536.1239

Keywords: Abstract:

Architecture, Background and objectives: The theoretician and author architect Christopher

interpretation, Christopher ~ Alexander theorises architectural creativity the chapter “Face of God” in his

Alexander, Martin Nature of Order: The Luminous Ground. This chapter can be considered as

Heidegger, Hans-Georg summing up his ideas. On the other hand, phenomenologist philosophers

Gadamer such as Martin Heidegger and Hans-Georg Gadamer also have posed theories
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about art and architecture, which seem to have their parallels in Alexander. The aim
of this research is a comparative analysis of Alexander, Heidegger and Gadamer on
architecture.

Methods: The parallels between Alexander’s interpretations of some theories and
those of Heidegger and Gadamer led the authors to study their proximities and
alignments. The two key concepts in their theories, namely the uncertainty of
interpretation in accordance with the author’s intentions, and the interpreter’s
mental prejudice were selected. The research is ‘fundamental’ in purpose,
‘interpretive-analytical’in nature and method, ‘library-based’in data collection, and
‘qualitative’ in analysis. Qualitative methods are based on phenomenology with a
hermeneutic approach.

Results and conclusion: Associations were found between Alexander’s views on
architectural creativity and the architect’s mind on one hand, and ontological views
of Heidegger and Gadamer on the other. The study of the concept of uncertainty
showed that the three thinkers also have close views about a truth behind a work
and its manifestations in architecture. Despite Heidegger's and Gadamer’s concept
of uncertainty and its dependence on the interpreter’s understanding, for Alexander
thereis afixed truth about the work, constantly associated with its appreciation, with
the audience being able to discover aspects of it. Furthermore, there are absolute,
recognisable criteria in Alexander for goodness, value and beauty in architecture,
but the manifestations of these qualities can be in degrees as well as hierarchical.
Also, the study of prejudices showed that Alexander’s thoughts about the matter
are associated with the architect’s mind and architectural creativity, as in Heidegger
and Gadamer. parallels were also observed in the three thinkers in their belief in the
unity between the creator, the work and the audience.
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5. Christopher Alexander
(1936-2022)
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6. The Nature of Order

7. The Luminous Ground: The
Nature of Order

8."Our Present Picture of the
Univers”

9.“Clues from the History of
Art”

10.“The Existence of an’I"
11."“The Face of God”

12. Martin Heidegger

13. Hans-Georg Gadamer
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19. H.G. Gadamer,
Philosophical Hermeneutics.
Transl. David E. Ling

(California: University of
California Press, 1977).
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