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Abstract:

Background and objectives: There is an extensive body of research and
evaluation on housing and neighbourhood planning and design, which
shows both the importance and pathological concerns in this area. From
this point of view, PhD theses in architecture can be considered as scientific
and methodological research efforts to solve problems and deficiencies
in housing and neighbourhoods, and hence the present study’s focus on

Keywords: the matter, in the hope that it assists with the direction of future research.
PhD theses in architecture,

Application of theses, Methods: The present study uses a mixed strategy (quantitative and

Cof‘te”t analysis, Housing,  qualitative) with an analytical-descriptive approach and examines the

Neighbourhood content of doctoral theses in architecture in four steps, with a focus on
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housing and neighbourhood.The first step examines the research background,
while the second analyses the contents of the theses (21 full texts and 22
abstracts). The study period spans from 2000 to 2020, and these theses have
been completed at both State and Islamic Azad (Free) universities in Iran. The
third step includes an assessment of the authors, for which a questionnaire
was designed in line with research objectives and questions. Subsequently, a
data analysis was performed using SPSS software version 23, followed by an
explanation of strategies and guidelines.

Resultsand conclusion: The findings indicate that most dissertations have adopted
appropriate components and practical strategies relevant to their subjects and
approaches, which can be utilised to properly address existing deficiencies
and issues in housing and neighbourhoods. However, their findings have
not yet been utilised or supported by urban decision-makers. The findings
also suggest that most theses have not built on previous theses, which can
be considered a weakness. The analysis and evaluation results indicate that
most doctoral theses examined have significant findings and results that can
have practical applications in line with university policies (as converter and
mediator organisations). Furthermore, suggestions are made strategies and
guidelines of “application of theses and their approach” and “educational and
research process in universities” to better apply and use research findings by
decision-makers, scholars, planners and designers.
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