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Abstract:

There are various interpretings of religious architecture today, often
suggested by theologians and art scholars, and architects are influenced
by these interpretings. These are sometimes too vague to clarify what

Keywords: the term means when it comes to architecture. Christopher Alexander is

Religious architecture, one of the author-theorist/architects who paid special attention to the

Christopher Alexander, concept of religious architecture. This is presented in the chapter ‘Face of

Religion, God, Architect. God'’ from the fourth volume of his Nature of Order. The present research
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intends to analyse his interpreting of religious architecture in order to shed
light on the matter for architects. The research is fundamental-theoretical in
purpose, and qualitative in strategy. Also, the phenomenological method
is used from a hermeneutic perspective, together with library methods for
collecting data. The results show that Alexander’s interpreting of religious
architecture was attributed to religion, God and the architect. His belief in the
unity of religions in essence, directed his interpreting towards the quality of
unity, and the desire to integrate with the world. Alexander’s interpretation of
religious architectureisthrough a correlation raised by afundamental question:
‘Is this architecture the best gift to God?. In his view religious architecture has
associations with the architect and his moral virtues, and their humbleness
leads their architecture to integrate with the world and eventually to create
religious architecture.
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