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M.H. Guimaraes, et al, “What
Makes People Stay in or Leave
Shrinking Cities? An Empirical
Study from Portugal”
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C. Martinez-Fernandez, et
al, “Shrinking Cities: Urban
Challenges of Globalization".
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K.M. Pallagst, “Shrinking Cities:
Planning Challenges from an
International Perspective’”.
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J.Wang, et al, “Driving
Factors of Urban Shrinkage:
Examining the Role of Local
Industrial Diversity”; Y. Long
&S. Gao, Shrinking Cities
in China: the other Facet of
Urbanization.
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A.R. Khavarian, et al.“Climate
Change and Environmental
Degradation and the Drivers
of Migration in the Context of
Shrinking Cities: A Case Study
of Khuzestan Province, Iran”.
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I. Audirac, “Shrinking Cities:
An Unfit Term for American
Urban Policy?”; Pallagst,
“Shrinking Cities in the United
States of America”.
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M. Bernt, “Partnerships for
Demolition: The Governance
of Urban Renewal in East
Germany's Shrinking Cities".
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Theory for Planning Shrinking
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A. Haase, et al,
“Conceptualizing Urban
Shrinkage”.
17. urban decline
18. urban decay
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K. GroBmann, et al, “Shrinking
Cities: Notes for the further
Research Agenda”.

RS R
Haase, et al, ibid.
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Haase, et al, ibid.
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GroBBmann, et al, ibid; Haase,
et al, ibid.
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Haase, et al, ibid.
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24. SCIRN: Shrinking Cities
International Research
Network

FESA T
Hollander, et al, “Planning
Shrinking Cities”; Z.Yang &
M. Dunford, “City Shrinkage
in China: Scalar Processes of
Urban and Hukou Population
Losses”; M. Hartt, “How Cities
Shrink: Complex Pathways to
Population Decline”.

PRSI g
Pallagst, ibid.

SSYY
GroBBmann, et al, ibid.

S5 YA
Martinez-Fernandez, ibid.

FESA LY
Hollander & Németh, ibid.

PR

Hartt, ibid; E. Cunningham-
Sabot &S. Fol, “Shrinking
Cities in France and Great
Britain: A Silent Process”.

FESA g
M.H. Guimarées, et al, “What
Makes People Stay in or Leave
Shrinking Cities? An Empirical
Study from Portugal”+9+9

<SSy
Cunningham-Sabot & Fol,
ibid.
33. network society

FESnd
Hartt, ibid.

PR YA
S. Ganapati, “The Paradox of
Shrinking Cities in India”.
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Pallagst, ibid; GroBmann, ibid.
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Pallagst, ibid.

FECAYN
Haase, et al, ibid.
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Pallagst, K, ibid.
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Haase, et al, ibid.
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Haase, et al, ibid; Gromann,
et al, ibid.

SSUYY
United Nations Human
Settlements Programme
& Un-Habitat, State of the
World's Cities 2008/2009:
Harmonious Cities.

S UFY
J.P. Reis, et al, “Spatial Metrics
to Study Urban Patterns
in Growing and Shrinking
Cities”; GroBmann, et al, ibid.

S UFY
Guimaraes, et al, ibid.

PRy
M. Nefs, et al, “Shrinking
Cities as Retirement Cities?
Opportunities for Shrinking
Cities as Green Living
Environments for Older
Individuals”.

S ¥F
M.B. Aalbers & M. Bernt,
“The Political Economy
of Managing Decline and
Rightsizing”.
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Guimaraes, et al, ibid.
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Haase, et al, ibid.
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Guimaraes, et al, ibid; United
Nations Human Settlements
Programme & Un-Habitat,
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Ganapati, ibid.
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Settlements Programme &
Un-Habitat, ibid.
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B The Phenomenon of Urban Shrinkage, ANeglected Concept
in the Domestic Theoretical Literature; the Case of Harsin
Town

Mohammad Reza Gholami Gohareh
M.Sc. School of Urban Planning, College of Fine Arts, University of Tehran

Cities are dynamic systems that grow or decline under different factors.
Urban shrinkage is one of the new phenomena in urban literature that
was considered in the first decade of the 21st century. In fact, this
concept represents a kind of urban decline that is affected by population
decline, economy, environment, and other urban dimensions. The
multidimensional and causal nature of this phenomenon has led to

it appearing in the form of vicious cycles causing death in affected
cities over time. Many factors from global to local levels can create or
intensify this, including globalisation, competition, deindustrialisation,
suburbanisation, and political decline.

Numerous studies and researches have in developed countries have
measured the causes and effects of this phenomenon, but despite the
importance of this concept, very little has been done in developing
countries so far. This study aims to introduce urban shrinkage as one

of the important issues largely neglected in the global south, and to
investigate the drivers of urban shrinkage in the small-size town of
Harsin. The research method is quantitative and qualitative, so that

on the one hand, by examining the relevant statistics, the amount of
population changes in different periods has been calculated, whilst on
the other hand, by a content analysis of interviews with immigrants
allows for the themes related to urban shrinkage, and thereby the
drivers of this phenomenon to be extracted.

Examining the population studies of Kermanshah province, the research
shows that in the cities of this province, five cities have lost population
between2012 to 2017,with Harsin ranking highest with 11.6%. The
content analysis of interviews shows that the most important drivers of
Harsin urban shrinkage are to do with employment, lack of amenities,
and socio-political problems.

Keywords: Urban shrinkage, Urban migration, Shrinkage in small towns,
Qualitative content analysis, Theme analysis, Harsin.





