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Abstract:

Architectural historiography deals with understanding and explaining
architectural practices (and their results and products) as they have
been realized through history. To do this, the architectural historian
should acquire a historical understanding of the knowledge on which
the architectural practices had been based. According to a knowledge
classification model proposed by Harry Collins, the sociologist of science,
the concept of ‘somatic knowledge; is a kind of tacit knowledge. This
conceptcanbeappliedtoarchitectureandregardedasakind ofknowledge

Keywords: upon which the architectural practice is based. In the historiography
Architectural historiography, ~ of somatic knowledge in architecture, obtaining historical evidence is
Architectural theory, the most crucial methodological obstacle; because this knowledge is
Tacit knowledge, Somatic inexplicable, and its evidence is not clear. Each piece of evidence can

knowledge, Web of belief. only be seen when the historian asks questions about it based on his/
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her preconceptions. Thus, the prior somatic knowledge acquired through
practical architectural experience is highly likely to affect the discovery and
interpretation of the evidence of historical somatic knowledge. The question
is, therefore, about the ways in which this prior knowledge makes its marks.
In this paper, an epistemological idea of the ‘Web of Belief’is considered for
answering this question. According to this idea, the architectural historian
acquires new beliefs about the past agents’ somatic knowledge through
three ways: recalling personal somatic memory, replicating the past somatic
experiences, re-enacting them, and making inductive hypotheses based on
his/her somatic expectation. When each of these newcomer beliefs enters the
architectural historian’s web of belief, they may be confirmed by his/her prior
somatic beliefs, may be rejected, or may turn into non-beliefs. The new belief
intervenes in the historian’s understanding of historical practices if accepted
in the architectural historian’s web of belief and given it a new coherence.
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6. Michael Polanyi.
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7.C. Abel,“Function of Tacit
Knowing in Learning to
Design’, pp. 209, 214; Cross,
“Designerly Ways of Knowing’,
p. 224; Schon, The Reflective
Practitioner, p. viii.

S 34...«: A
J.W. Robinson, “The Form and
Structure of Architectural
Knowledge”; C. Mareis,
“The Epistemology of the
Unspoken”; K. Niedderer,
“Mapping the Meaning
of Knowledge in Design
Research”; .M. Kirkeby,
“Knowledge in the Making".
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Tacit, p. 1; H. Collins, Tacit and
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13. P. Burke, What Is the

History of Knowledge?, p. 48;

K. Chemla, “How Tacit Is Tacit

Knowledge?’, p. 3; Pamela H.

Smith, The Body of the Artisan,

p.8.

14. historiography

15. how-to-do-it

16. Burke, ibid, pp. 47-48.
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Knowledge?”.
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19. historical reconstruction
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p. 30.




33. Idem, Tacit and Explicit
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36. Ibid, pp. 13, 16-17, 21.
37.1bid, p. 54.
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