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Changes and adaptions have a long history in architecture and
urbanism, and as far as the public and government buildings of the

last two centuries are concerned, these changes have been substantial
and accelerating. Among these buildings is Divankhanih, which has
continually undergone changes, in response to changes in lifestyle and
governance in the last two centuries, reflected in the building’s form,
function and meaning. This research aims to study these changes and
their under laying factors in the southern side of the building and its
surrounding, using interpretive-historical and analytical methods. After
Shiraz was chosen as the capital of the Zand Dynasty, Divankhanih was
built as the administration office and was an important element in the
spatial organisation of the Karim Khan's complex. With the introduction
of the telegraph during the Qajar period (1858 AD), Divankhanih turned
into a telegraph office. In the Pahlavi period, following modernisation
and the extensive changes in the city's spatial organisation, the
southern part of the Divankhanih transformed into the city’s Post,
Telegraph and Telephone Office. After the Islamic Revolution, and

due the reconstruction of the historic Karim Khan Zand complex, the
Pahlavi post office was completely removed, only for its ruins to remain
untouched to this date.

Keywords: Karim Khan Zand, Divankhanih, Telegraph, Transformation,
Reconstruction.
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