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The right imitation is a prerequisite for creativity. A student’s imitation of
his or her tutor in architectural design tutorials can ignite their creativity.
On the other hand, a tutor’s imitation of his or her student helps them
to read the student’s mind, and offer a better teaching. In this paper,
‘reciprocal imitation’in architectural design studio is introduced,

which comprises ‘implicit imitation’ by the student of the tutor and
‘responding imitation’by the tutor. In this regard, the views of two
well-known researchers in design studies, namely, Donald Schoén and
Kees Dorst, are compared in order to attain two concepts of ‘descriptive
imitation’and ‘explanatory imitation; clarifying them in the ‘designerly’
interaction between the student and the tutor; the interaction that
propers architectural design education. Through ‘conceptualisation’

of the existing literature via rational reasoning, the various aspects of
reciprocal imitation are deduced to identify how the ‘mainstream design’
arises from ‘mainstream education; and ‘creative design’ from ‘creative
education’ The overarching aim of the research is to identify and clarify
those aspects of reciprocal imitation between the tutor and the student
that can make tutorials more creative. The result is a diagram that

shows the position and the relationship between different concepts of
reciprocal imitation in tutorials.

Keywords: Architectural education, Architectural design studio, Tutorial,
Tutor and student, Reciprocal imitation, Creative education, Creative
design.
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39. reflection in action.
40. reflection on action.
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55. WHAT (thing).

56. HOW (working
principle).

57. RESULT (observed).
58. deductive.

59. inductive.

60. Kees Dorst, “The Core
of Design Thinking and its
Application’, pp. 523, 524.
61. VALUE (aspired).

62. fact.

63. abductive.

64. Dorst, ibid.

65. Abduction-1.

66. Abduction-2.

67. closed problem solving
68. Dorst, ibid.
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77. focus-shift.

78. continuing.

79. M. Suwa & B. Tversky,

“How Do Designers Shift

their Focus of Attention in

their own Sketches?”, p. 103.

80. emergent properties.

81. Suwa & Tversky, ibid.

82. Suwa & Tversky, ibid ,

p. 105.

83. H. Dubberly, How Do

You Design, p. 25.
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